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It s not
4 jons should

. that theso opin-
bo entertained by all whohave not re-
i is ayatem: The same Views
lized the results of this avstemn : v
':mra held, successively of the luad mines of Mis

: i aad nnd copper
gouri and Illinois, sud of the leas npoe

a matter of sur

min { jehigay and

o of Arkansas, Northern Mic

consin. Asan additional reason, howevet, for llas
California, 1t 18 allege

gdoption of this aystem i ! god
dmpthe goil in meny of the pla-:u_n_;s Iur.n.‘[!)
valueless, except for the mineral o thmT_“:i
and that, when that mineral is u_xhuusl:od._‘t #lan

ia-worth nothing. Vv hin th bistory of the past,

with referonce to thix questiot. is considered, it
will be found that there are fiaw,

if uny..pnin}tis_l::t'

i s——that like causes have prodaced ke
gjrffmz all these States, snd that tll:: arme re-
sults will probably be yx;-.c_ricziz:r!d on the HPacific,
if the legsing system is mtroduced thers, )

From the beglnuing the Government hag mani-
fested n desire to retain an intbrest in lands cou-
taining valualie minerais. This iz a naturil feel:
ing in those, who, dazzled by the sapposed value
of tha troasure, patrioticnlly desire t
emment sheuld sbiure init. Whin ex periencs,
however, shows that the cost af obtaining this
ghore by the leasing systum expeeis the henehts
derived from it, and is astended by & looe teain of
serivus evils, that system should it once be aban
doned,

The first action vo the part of the Government
in relation to this subjoct was: the ordigance of
10t April, 1785, by which one-thivd pact of all
golidy stiver, lead and copper niioes, was reservid
fothe United Stutes.  Here it will be perovived
sfigt it wns not proposed to rescrve o dedsi the
Tenid—the genivs mod fpirit of the people would
yiot hiave tolgrated that system of vaanlnge.

This ordinance provided thst the linds shoald
b gold, but that in accordanen with i usage then
in forve in Burope; o portionof the veluable mirnog
tharein should remain to the soversigity. .

The nextwad the joint [tesolutiva of 1fith ol
April, 1300, directing the empliyment ol i 8
10 colleet informption relative 1o the copper &
of Lake Superior. . )

A teport whs mde io accordonce with this ros:
olution, but no forthier auvion was bid iu relation
to theso mines, till after the treaty with the Chip.
pewasof dth October, 1543, by 1
try wns achuired. Tha third % tho nets of
3d March, 1807, nuthorising the ¥ oot tolense
the Load Mines in the fudivn Torrisny.

lindor these laws the lcesing systom: Wwos
adopted. OF t dy@porations of it we have
Bub little information, o the mineral fudd were
placed under the control of the Woar Deportimont
Ti 1821, and prioe to that time there was but litle
if mny thing done init,

The first official information | have fund is cor
tained inthe Report of the Sverstary of War,
of the 10th Tebruary, 1843, inowhich itis stated
that the whole amonnt of rent lead received by
the Government in 1831 and 1842, was 54,00
pounds, worth ghont 81,000,—n sum that would
pot miore then pry the sunual sabiry of ode af tie
Suporintendents mployed in the service. By o
gubsoquent Heport from the War Dupartment, it
was ghown that the rent received o 0 and
1844, nmounted to 242,504 pounds of Tead, warth
aliout & 1,850 —while the wuonnt pxpended oo ac-
coutit of Minernl Lauds by the Government, in-
cluding saluries of offfcers, &e. guring th Riine
period, was §20,720, making 1o gotnal loss to the
Govertent by the operation of #1457, 11 to
1hia be wdded the amount shat would have boeen
ronlizod from these lunds, if they had bren golil nt
the ordinary minimum of §1 25 per acrp, and the

g
i

£o rocover rent due by defuiting lessces, Lo vie
oote frundulent entrive, &, it wolld amonnt to g
pui in comparigon to which the loss ebovomen-
tioned would b insigaifieant. Bubsegqaently, in
consequence of netive mensures haying heoi taken
by the Distriet Attorney for that parpose, n great-
er amount of rent was received, bat witloul any
sbetemoent of the attendaut evils. So fully wes
Congross satislied of the inexpediency of this
myatem, with reference o revenne, and ol the ac-
gnal loss that the Government hiel sustained from
it, that on the 5d Maroh, 1849, oo sot was passci,
authorizing the President of the United Stotes,
to eause the valuably lond mince reserved in the
Ftate of Missourd, to he exposed to public saly,
subject to the ordinars mwinimum.  This was [yl
lowed by the sot of 11thJaly, t=46, diregting the
minernl lunds of Minois, Southiern Wisconsin,
and lowa. to be sold, by the acte ol st anid 3d
RMurch, 1847, directing the aule of the valuablo
copper mines of Lake Superior, &o—ad tinally
by the et of 2ith Septembier, 1850, reducing theie
poinimum price to that of ordinary public luds.

Thiva it is seon thiot (he whole of the 1easinesys:
tem, and the reservation of the mineral lnnids on
siccount of Lheir supposed vidas, alter the exyper
ence of nearly fifty yoars heve boen finally abalish
o, in some of e vichest mineral segions on the
face of the parth, and that, sofar ns pxhibits haye
Veon mude, it is showi o heve been wloas to the
Gioveriient diroetly to o« considerable sum and
Indirest]ly to nvastly greater amount.

Ttany he well to vonshlor wise tha effect ol this
syatem u]]um tho mornle of the commuity inowhich
it existod,

Hauving only & temporary connoction with the
goil, nud that ofn churacter pulenlated o atimulate
every elfort for theie owi pecuninry advantage,
the Jessecs hndno induceniont to aid in snstaining
thie laws, or enconeazing iproper mocal tone i the
community, Bucoess it mining operntions secared
wetlth, [atliee produced poverty, want, nul theis
attenidant evils. These mututions hegot & Bpirit
of wild gpecnluting hnzzand, which in muny ciscs
wyne enrried out to the fulledt extent, and assisted
in porrupting the morsl svnge and feelings of muny
in the community,  The Government was regard-
ed ng o rich landed monopolist, that had no teeling
in nniaon with the futurest of the tenant, bitt was
rather striving to strip him of n part oifthe earnings
of bis toil tnd privations. Heneo srosen feoling of
Tosistance to theGoyernment and luws, and a dis-
position to eyade thoee Juws and the obligations
of contraots by every poasililo expedient. Con-
seions of this kind of vassalaze, the miners lesro-
ed to look npou their Goverument with fuelings of
disantistaction and i1l will and to manifest these
mentitents in hitter compaints and remonstrances.

This constant whrring for wealth stimulated
also feclinga of capidity, which were inereased by
conscionsness of oppression, and induced the
miners not only to avoid, whenever practicable,
the paymentof tribute or rent, but also to eo-
cronch on the rights of each ather.

Unceasing litization was. the consequence he-
tween the Government and mingrs, and among
the miners themselyos, either for the eolleotion of
yents, or to remedy some real or supposed wrong.

The familinrity with vice thus induced, by o
natural transition extended to individual nod so-
cinl ralationg, the whole producing o state of socie-
ty that could only be rualized by peraonal ubser-
vation, but which was well known to exist to a

anter or less exteft inall the mining distriots
where the lodsine systent was in fores.

Commnin s woere Rept inunceasing turmoil,
ferment, litigation and bioedshed, by this odious

gystem, and that theso evils wero thas caased is
evident, from tho fact that after the ahrogation of
that system, the same pommnnitive dre asordey!
peaceful, and law abiding, ag sug peoplein the
world.
. The leasing system was also the cause of much
irritution, jealousy and complaint on the purt of
thoe States within whose jurisdietion it was prac-
ticed. Thoy justly complained that they were
exipplod in their resources by being restoicted in
the pawer ot texation; thut the General Govern-

I

and stood in the attitude of & powerful and opo-
lent lendlord, holding 2 lasze portion of the popi-
Yation in an abject and r tongney, dests 4
all inducements to cultivation, or the making of
permenent improvements or settiementn upon the
and, until Congress, seciug the acclumulated evils
and purnicious consequences, sbolished, as befire
srated, the whole system.

It may be argued thet o regions containing tho
precions met
Lases, sside from the minerais, &re useless, the
sanie results would 1ot be experienced, Thatic

would be en unjustifinble disregard of the pu blio
of

intereat to sell for muy ordinery price, & tract
land containing a-rich gold orquicksil '
while it would be e st toindiy
charge them such price oF lands thagshbnld
wholly worthiless.
. The answer ig, that s stateof thines existad
i the Luke Superior recions, with this diflrance. |
'll_ml lfel:g‘ the mineral is* copper, whiie on thy
':Iﬂl_:, s gold, &e. The lands, however i b
Tegions axde from the minesels, are oqually o
€88, v ot those who were ensaged in the Links
_S?ﬂllr operations, cheeriully’ purchased larze bo-
iea of worthless land, extending even to threa |
mllgs square, ut high sazes, for the D“l'l‘L"-"ﬂl"“' §it-
curing 1 good minine location; uud the et thet
thﬂ mincral on the Py i thy more valaable
Will ondy hava s tendency to cause tha weenter of
forts to efent the Goverwmont in ghe colloct
of the tribute. i
The further allegation may be muds that in the |

th

it the Gove |

whicl that copns |

expensgs, costs, o, that grew out of the vast |
number of puits institated by the United States |

ment, instead of selling the land, retained the fee, |

s.and where the liwds ininany |

| ship the Kazee, ludependetve, C

! had been assvmbled in that ses, 1o donssqaence |

Lake Superior region mining couid only be ear-
ried on Tjrnritsl:ry‘hy comprntes, and at gve
croat outlay of capital and lahor By recent ad-
vices from Californin it appesra that individaal
mining s decliving, and that the mineral wealth
of thet country can only bo suecessfully devuloped
by combinations of capitel nud labor.
Further.—from thoss advices 1 am inclined to
think that those engaged in the mining bperations
there, do tot probably realize as muchas the
game number employed in agricaltural orother
brai-ches of industry in that, or osher sectians of
our Union ; and that but comparatively fow of the
many thus engazed, acqmire mors then guflivitng
to piy expenscs, or to ennbls thom to retumn to
the old Srates,
Snech bein,
| untrammeled to prsecata th
constrained, as to time or pli
fruits of their toil, what would Le the sta
things i the conntry wern SWwarming with
holders, and theenterprizing emi
mounting the moest appalioz dilicsltices, da
and liardships, shonld tind himseit snbject 4 thie
dictation of sgents ol the Governmeot, o dirent
iz inovements and roquire of bim aoshare of the
means acquired by trying eiforts aud hercalean
Iatior!
T therelore rovommend

the fact when ol are left frae and
ir lnhors, wholly tn-
-, and td enjoy the

grant, Riter pure

thiat the lands i Califor:

nin b solif,—thoze that are agricaitoral in theor- |

dinary way, snd thoss that eontein valnable ming.
rals, it wmall lots, and subject at first to dn ingrea-
sed minimum; that these minernl lands, after die
public totice, be pot up to the highest hiddor, dng
tuantities ouly to suit the dumand,
offering, il they shoulil remain nnsold,
jutt to nntry ot an fneres 1mun-

Aol il it v the date ation of Congress
tu kecure A recompenss for valunble mineral
conteined in those Junds that they provide by fae,
that all those minerals ehal] be assuyedin Califor:

| nia, Lt Tnited States,—that a wn rationf
the same thus nssayed shall guore Lo the Gavern-
ment, #nd that no minera] shall be exported from
the country, nutil it is thus essay

The businese ol this Office hos bepn greatly in.
treased by the genernl and il legisintion of
Cemeress, grantise bounty lands, providing for the
niljustment of privite clains; waking donnions
to thie States fur inboronl nnprovements,

[ Buaide all this; we have fn aoticipation the |
ardungs and immense labors incldent to the man: |
agement ol the ¥ privace land cluims, rod of the
G pgblic fapds)” in” aur new oguisitions, which |
donbtless, to o greater or less extent, will be s
gigned to this U ftice by early legislation.

Notwithataniding the #et aentmaletion of

duties, and tiee in progpect, it is mot proposed,

| ut this timie, to agk any adiition to the employecs

ol thig of as it is hopel that by so envrzetis

and zenlous ap,.iil:a\liun of our presont tupno i

| ta the poblic busicss, it will be found adeguate

to the realization of the just expectations of the
country- _

For the statistics alluded

1 beg leavo to rifor to the necompruying stati.

thents, i alphabotion] order s and for the eondi-

tionof the surveys, to the able reports herowith
from the Surveyors Gencral.
With groat respict. yoir otediont shrvant,
(Signed), J, BUTTERFIELDL, Cominlesionar,
Hon &H T SyvanT, Socy of the Interior,

REPORT OF SECRETARY B TiE NAVY.

N

to o gub-

B

to in the foreguing,

Wiy PeranTaesT, Bunrdny, Nov. 50,

Bt dn anticipation of 'the session of Cangress,
1 respectiully erLmit the annual repert of this de-
partment of Lhe prablic gervice.

The vessels in tommission during the pas
exelugive of the stenmer Michizan, under the .
| mand of Commodore Bullus, which has beea
| creiging on the Iekes pbove Ningars giving pro-
] tootion to oud commeree, nnd rendering gssistang

| to yur distressed merchantmen on those inland
snas, huve beon employed insix different sjoad-
ons,

The Wome sinadron, Compiodora Parker oom-
mending, whose ticld of operations extends from
the banks of Newloundiund to the mouth of the
Amnzon River, hag comprised the frigate Haritan,
Captain Puoe, the sloop-of war Albany, Commun

or Iandolph, the eloop-ofwar Garmantawn, Com-
| muanider Lowndes, the stenmer Vigen, Ligntonant
Commnnding Smith, the steamer Woater WHth,

| Jioms in the sloop John Adams; ther arrived at

| from the squadron to enpprese-it. $Within the

that aftersuch |

Lient, Commanding Totten, and the sehipomer T,
Lieut. Commanding Turaer, nud lias been ohintly
oeeapied in the West Indics aud the (Gulf of Mex-
0. The valunble: services of e vessals of this
saquadron, together with the frigate Congress and
the stenner Saranne; in preventing i violatiom of
onr national oblizations, it an attempted invasion
of the Telud of Cubin from the United States, and
the nuiggion of Commadore Morris, to intercade
with the Spanish authorities of that sland for the
lives nyid !lil.uemtinu of our misguided fellow:eiti
zons who bad jeined in that expedition and hnd
Besen cRptured, waore made known to Congress it
a comaunnication from the late President, in tho
month of June tost The (rigate Raritan, heing
eequired for wore distant servito, was withdeawn
from this sguadron o the month of May, and after
buinge rofitted, waus dispatched, under the com-
monid of Captain Gauntt, to the Sauth Paeitie
Ocean, The steamers Water Witah aud Vixea
standing in peod of repairs, were hraught for that
purpose to the aavy yanl at Wonshington, and are
expeeted soon to be again rondy for aer. The
sloop (iermantown having been infectod with yel
low fover dusing hor eruise iu tho Weest ludics,
was talion enrly in the present Autnmn tothe port
of New-Yurk, and being now thorougly clennsed
and refitted, is preparing to join the squadron on
the const of Afrien. Tha stenmer Haraone, Capt,
Tattnall, has been lately ndded to this squadron,
and busrs the broad pennant of Commodore Parker.
Tlie Pacific squadron continned nnder the com-
mand of Commodore T Ap O Jones until the
monthoof June last, whoen he was religved and
saceceded by Commodere MeGanley, 1t consists
of the frigate Savaonoh, Captain Page, bonring
the broad pennant of the Cummender of the squal-
ron, the frigate Haritan, Capt. Gaantt, the sloops
NVondalin, Commander lin.rdlm_‘r, Vinceunes, Cou-
mander Hudson, Falmouth, Commander Pearson,
St. Mary's, Commander Marrader, Warren, (1in-
ll‘!-l\\‘llll‘lh}' nnd uspd as a atoreship,] Lieut, Pick-
ering, tho steamer Massachusctts; Lieut., Knox,
amd the storeship Bupply, Lient. Kennedy, The
sloap Preble, t‘ummm-fcr Lityuu, and the store-
eliip. Pridonia, Lient. Neville, nre now on their
Lomeward voyage from tis station, and the ship-
of the-line Ohip, Commander Stribling, returned
theretrom in April, and was placed in ordinary at
the navy-yard in Charlestowil It is intended that
the frigate Raritan and sloop, 8t. Mary's, which
have been tecently dispatched tothis squadron,
together with & thivd yessel, to be desizmated by
the Commodore, shall ernise botween Cupi Horh
and Punamnp, and Westward to the 13hih
degree of longitude, wisiting the Marquisns.
amd Friendly laﬁand!. nnil making their dipoe of
rupplice at Valparniso, while the residue of the
squadron will bi generally cinployed inthat orean
north of the equetor. The advantage, indeod the
neccesity of an eflicient fleet i the Pacitic fur the
protection of an extenced ferritory and swdden
| and wonderlul commerde in that hitherto-ipiecu-
pied regionof the world, cannot be too highly es-
| timated; nnd will be again adverted to in these-
il of this communica
The squadronon the const of Rreazil, Comr
| dore McRKeever commanding, s Composed of Lho
frigate Congress, Captain Milutosh, bearing the
| lrond pennant of the commodore, the sioop St
L}I:us. Commandor Cooke, the brie Bainbriles
| Licuf. Manning, and the storaship Relief, L
Totten. The fricate Hrandyw aptain Hoar-
] man, the flag shipof Commidore Storer, who was
| vecently ralivved from the commund’ of this sta-
| tidn, fslexpectid atonto arcive nt tho port o' New-
| York, The crmse ol this. squadron extending
from the mouth of the River Amnzonto Caps
Horr, end ocessiongily enastward to the coast of
Afiien; ity nttention hes been: especially directed
| to the sappression, by legitimnte interposition, of
the African slave trade, still carried on'to o von.
| lsidoreble extunt botween Braxil and the cous
Alvien; to the protection of our neutral richts in
the state of hostilicy lately inz between the
Arget ine Hepoblic and the Banda Oricatel of
Uregusy, aod the coltivation of relations of e :
| merce and amity with the Governuients aud p
ple ol the sevoral nations along the coast o
eriising ground.
The Mediterranesn squadron, soder the com. !
mend of Commodore Murgan, consists of bis fuer-
phl Jamesson,
Latimer, tha
and the sbore-

its |

the frigate Camberiund, Captain
sremner Mississippi, Captain Long
ship Lexington, Lientenant Mitchall.  The coarge

of political svents in Europe not appeariug ta ro- |
quire ‘the continunuce of the large force, wiich |

of the umsettied nspect of aflgirs &t the dataof |
the lust anvaal reportfrom this Department, the
frignte 3t, Lawrence, Captain Paulding, getacied
to this squadron, wes ordered to procesd to the
Raltie, on a short oruise, and thence to raturn to
the United States. She arived at New-York in
the preseutmpnth. The frisate Constitution, Cap
tain Conove r, nlen uf Aiis s {tadren, has besn or-

| ‘beensome loss

orders from he Dopartment, Commodore Morgan, |
with his flagship Irdependence and the steamar
Mississippi, visit in the month of June
and receivad pn hosrd par Ohiarges d"Affaires, on |
the gecesiion of his retirement from that coir,
end conveyed liim to Naples, This synzdron lins |
beer activily engeged in visiting the various ports |
of the Maediterrarean, the Adrintic, and the Archi-
pelaga, and bas maintained s discipline and affir-
pney hizhly commendahle.

The squadran on the const of Africn, gnder the:
sommand of Commodore Gregory, embrages his
finzehip, the sloopioi wor Portsmonth, Comman-
der Peck, the slaap-of-war John Adans, Comman.
der Powell, the sloapofwar Dale, Commander
Pagrson, the brig Porpoise, Lisut. Lardner, end
the brig Perry, Lieut. Foote. Orders wereissand |
fur the return of the slopp-of-war Yorktown, Com-
mander Marston, Intely attached to thissqeadon, |
Vot before thieic repeipt she waa wrecked onoo
crrnl recfon the ndrthiem extremity of tha Island
of Meyo, one of the Cape de Verdes. All the
oificers and erew were savad, and have been sent

y57th inst ., the vassel is & total 1oss.
Under tiie vigianoe and enermy of the oficersof
thia force the slave traffic has been hroken ap on
the west corat of Afnca, hut it sl prevails oo
the south cosst, in vessels hearing the fag of the:
Lnited States, in spite of the etforts of our crifa-
o, which have bes from time to time dispatehed

Norfolk on T._L‘

present month g brig ealled the Chetsworth, fap:

tured us & prize on the latter coast by Lisak
Fante, in the brig Parry, for being cun"er:miim
Biiti=

the slnvi trade, haa arrived in the portofl
triats

tirferenee of British
otir fag on that const, mpon saspicion ol their
ing sluvers: butin ench case tho offense bias by
atonnd for by explinations and apol

oificers on that stution, and the
have heen tragsmitted from this. Department to
the Department ol State.

The sqnudron in the East Tndizand Cling
lately under the command of Commodara (i
wor, who retumed home in the slyop St Macy's,
indone last, wes transferred ththe command of
Commodore Vaothées, snd cansjsts of ‘the slbop:
of war Plemonth, Commander Ge cand the
brig Dolphing Lient Commanding i
been pecoutly detactied [rom this se
ation ol their o, are now on their pis-
the United Stutes. Tn the -mouth of
February last the Commanderof this squadron
ook probonrd of his fluga the sloopnlwar
Plymauth, at Macao, Mr stir, wlo hedbeen
appointed a Commeroin t of the 1Tnited
Btates, and earried Lim to Cochin-China nnd pther
pares of Eastorn Aste, svith a vigw t) the exton.
gioy of our commercial relatisns aming those
tant anid peculise nntioms. -

1t is n-spurce of high gratification thet wherever
pur Mg s Been displased by a nationnl vossal,
it bas received the respeect due tothe nationnl
chnrpetor, and that cur intorests and commeres in !
every sea hwve heen sesure and prosporons sader
ita protection, |

Tnder the joint resolution of Cingross, approy- |
od May 2, “* nuthorizing the President to ace
cept and attach to the navy twa vessuls alleradby
Henry Grinnell, Faq. of New York, to basent to |
the Aretic sens in seqvcl of the British Come !
mander, Sir John Franklin, and his vonipanidns"
whose tneeitain and maloneholy sitontion as en- |
listed the symprtbics of the friends of stienco |
and peutienl ndvedture thronghont the world, two
Urigantines were roccived, and, hy ardes of my

e |
1~

}:‘redvcv.ﬂaisr, were placed nnilir the minnd of
icat, J. Do Haven, who, with & safllcient grew ol
viticers, and men; aglily volonteered for that ser

vossols wid
Lieut,

vict,  The command of one of thes
angigned to Past Midshipman 8. P. Grillin
Pe Haven commauding the ather in i, Al
having the direetion of the expeliti Thay
sailed from NewYork in the month of May, and
at tha date of their Inst report to the Départinent;
hiad ady o the 75t degree of north laritode,
and nbout the 50th degree of west lonzitude, gal-
lantly contending with the icelires of thot ry
and, 55 yet, nof without hipe of sucdess in thelre
humene but perilous enterprise.

T the notive seryvioe nfiont of the officor
Nawvy, it is proper to enuniernte thair |
the Coast Barvey, n work swhich, althog
mittéd to the dircotion of the Diepart-
ment, is in the most important part of 105 opera.
tione, essentinily performed by them Daring the
lnst year, nine portigs, eilhtin the Atlantic auil
one in the Macifie, ¢ach in eharge of a Lisutennot
in the Navy, aueompanicd byn 2t larie of
midshijmen ns assisipnts, hve bogn netively au.
goged in this survey., Whether, in ton
of the worl, and the large agency it ite execi.

|

tion devolved on the Navy, it woull uot be more {

approprinte and jnst, as well as aronomical, to
nssig it wholly to shis branch of fhe sevvice, is
worthy the attontive considérntiog of the
Lure.

Having presen

1 e bosty Teview of the
vige of aur variois syrudrons during the past
and desizt GsuErest some gemeral tonst
tions apon the nuyal poliey reguired iy the pra
sent interests of the gountry, 1 dopm it needl
a {ull comprehvasion of thie sibiject, very briefly to
review our present Noval Establlsh

The vessels of the Navy of the
consiat of 7-sliips of the line, Lrazue, 12 frigated,
91 sloopsof war, 4 brizs, 2 seliognees, & stenm fri-
gates, d stenmers of the first class, ) stupmers
less than first clags, 5 gtoreships,

Of thise there are in commission, 1 razee, f
frigates, 15 eloopsofwar, 4 bries, & schoonors,

rs on '| u

lic works, fixtures, machinery, kc. at the existing
navy yerd, the stores on hand for the eonstrie.
tibn, squipment, and repair of vessels ara equal
inwaloe in round nombers o 86,500,000, The re-

| gonrees of the coontry in timber, iron, cupper,
| homp, &od cvery species of naval sopplies, will

l.‘ﬁai.'h_} these to l?e inereased according to our ne-
cessities,  Many intellizent persona incline to tha
opinion that, in “the praaent state of muclianical

goience and enterprise, and with the abundaoce

| of eapitel inour country, it wonld be wisar to re-
| 1v upon contracts with pri
| Yyilding and repairs of our pablic vessels than to

ate citizens for the

carry on the work under the supervision of piblic
offcers.  And it may well ba donbted whather, if
a s¥stenm were now to be projected, wishont rafor.
enoe to what has heretofore heen dione, thet
of our navy yards might nct be considerably
abridesd.  With thege establishments, howe

now capable of use, and with the nva faralile
smpnnits necessery to proserya them, [eannot re
commend that any of them ba abandoned The

Eystem of depenidence on pri\' ate contiracis, more-
over, would depirive (the Goversment of any con
venfents Of loeation for repairing aug bui
yedgele and connentrate ll such operations int
commercial pities, where private ag wull as ¢
paimnese mizght be expeeted. It is, mareover, 80
indispensibile that ships of war shall be constrant,
ad on the most improvei plans, to be devised only
by a practical knowledze of naval warfare as well
g5 of nevallarchitecturp, and shall be' thoriazhly
built 0F the hest muterials, that it woold De haz-
ardota to regort to a new method of 2ap T
them; whers thie chief security for their ef
nipen would be the profit to be realized by
tractor-  In o time of war, when avery expudi
feht bo nocessary to aild to the navy, our |
yarils would donbtless ba found most impor:
inriea lor the sapply of yessels but it
wonld be mnet ans todepend on thenins
paratian for war.

ion of the vessels of tha

Fi

Buch boing

e
pavyy aud our facilities aord preparations foe aug-
manting their number, the guestivn natprally pre-
s (o we raguiee 7—
Jvary

sents itself, Wihat naval i
Thie grswer to this question must, afieo
with e varying circumstaunes of the ¢
Having bes : | on its present bisis by
the act of . nnd copaiderably enlarged. incon-
sequence of the state ol linstiiities with France
rthree years suoeeedips, thy uval
taed b a0l and the gnmbiep ol vis-
i offtcers [imited by law, the supecnimsra-
ing dischargod dnd the vessels sold.
an war, which soon saoceeded, re:
y additipna to the forpe thos resery
h gur extended and increasing come
ohvigus neceasity for its protec-

i with Grend Beituin
wouionn, snd the
thirse rights wi
¢ the gavy in the warwhich eo
the dispute, it soo gained ool pablis astimntion
that at'the clese of the war, instenid of & redue-
tion nf thi !
se with the army, the snnnal sum
000, fue einlit yenrs; was approfropristod
eradunl ineresse ol the pnvy,  Althoughi this ap-
projeiation wos redased: ty SH00000 per yeir, in
1820, the pol ol gradial fnerengeatill continuid
to be a fnve ~twith Congressand tha conn-
try. Ju 1535, Tadh, and 1597, the question of o
proper aaval pense estabilishinent was piueh dis-

=

el

iy

s arm of the nationnl defenso, ag was
£E1,000,

| erssedd unil considered, but woe loft undecidud by

the Lugisintare, and appropriations for inorense,
e well ns mainteance and repain, have cont
1o he made, with some pregularity ns to jntervils
and amounts. yotil the present time, hut without
uny definition b C a5 0f the nmber nnd da-
geription of vessels: doemod necessary forthe na.
tional marine.

e numbers in the ¥

rinna crades of tho navy
lins, antil within e recunt period, been lofe still
more ondetned tian the pumber of ships, Sinee
the reduetion of the number of vessels ‘and men,
alter  the reastabiishment of friondly relations
with France by treaty in 1501, no statate formore
thau forty yeara ever limited thygum totalof per:
sons to be sloyed in the navy, or in its several
ranks ani of The number of cammisgioned
officers o nny grade up toand including 2 eap-
tainey dependied on the Presilent and Sepnte,
nofl ii'l\' nimber of warrant officers ontha Presl
By o
11

junt or Head of the Department alone.

provisional eliuse inthe anunual appropriation b
npproved Auguat {th, 1544, the gamber of oit
in the respoctivegrades of the navy was dirgoted
uot to be tnorsasad beyond the number in servioe
o the tat of January,” 18485 snil any farther ap-.
pointment of midshipoien was fodbidden notil
thiy aliould he vituoid to the number insery
on the st of January, 1831, In this retrosped
tive l_ur(.\-hm of no appropriation bill the ndmbor
of officers was lixed by nostandard not then he.
fore the eye of the Legislaturo, bat to be senrch.
eil for'iu the rostie of the seevice fur the twh pra-
cedingyears, pud by this, after being thus ascer-
tained, it continnes to be regalated.

The personnel of the navy, thus establisl wl,
comprises (= eptaing. 07 commmanders, 957 heas
tonnnts) 08 surzoons; 07 prssed NEHISTRIE SO0 Y,
11 mesistant snrzeans, 04 pursers, 24 chaplaing, L2
professors of mathemativs, 11 niastors lu the line
¢f promotion, and 461 passed nnd other midship-
men; ta which is ta beadided, besides other war-
rant officers, nccording to the annual appropria-
tion fur pay and subsistence, 7,500 petry oflicers,
seamon, oridinary sesnien, landsmen, nril bova.

The ‘cepavity” of the Fvantry to enlarge this
foroe, whenever desirsble, may be readily per-
ceived by stating that we Lave now
cantile maring 5000000 of tuns of shippiog, »n
st srenter thun that of any other nation of
the world s and, according to tho ordinnry estimate

!

[Cosst Survey,) ¥ steam frigates, | sleamer of the
first class, B steamers less than first class, § ships:
of the-line, ms receiving ships, 1 stesmer do, 1
slonp do.

There tra also on the starks and in progress of
cangtraction, but thi work thereon now suspendad,
four ships of the line and two frigatés.

To the foregoing mey be ndded w pontingent na-
val force of vessels owned by mdividuals, bot
built by contract with the Government and em.
{'-ln)'lml in the transportation of the mail, end lin-

JWin ony emergency to be tsken at valoation
and converted into vessels of war, namely = Foar
steamers of the first class employed on the libe
betsween New-York and Liverpool. A fifth is
conteneted Jor, but oot yet constructed.  Une
stenmer of the first class between Now-York and
Paripmn. A second steamer on this line has been
broughtinto use, but has not been Hoished soas
to undergo ingpection and be receivad. The con
tract on this line, as on that to Liverpool, provides
for five steamships.

T supply the demands of the servics in the
conatruction, enuipment, aud repair of vissels of |
all desoriptions, navy yorids ore established at—1i |
Portsmoutly, New Hampshire; 2. Churlestown, |
Massnchusetts; 3. Brooklyn, New York; 40 Dl
adelphin’; 5. Washington: 6. Norcfolks 7. Peu-
sacola: #. Momphis;

Permanent stong docks have baen many yenrs
giner erected at the vardsin Charlestown, Norfoll, |
and o third is nedely completed in that at Brook: |
lyn. Floating batance docks sith stons basins
snd roilways are espected to be comploted for |
use at Portsmonth and Pensacila i the codrss of
the ensuing year, alid a loating sa dunk;
aléo with 2 stone basin and railway, at Philadel
phin within the same period.  If these threa docks
shall realize the expectations of the Governmer
they, with the dry Hook at New York, will’ his
angmented our naval fucilities in this re
threefold within th next twelve months, god
have provided il the accommodation ot that iind
which may bi 1 g watérsof the At
lautic and the Guif of Mexito for many yearsio
chmo.  The navy vard ac Washingron careizs ou
a highly important manufastgry of ordiance und
ardnnnoe stores, of nnehors, chigin cables; stenm

ites, anil vther [mbrits of iron, soid prepore-
+ 11 progress to ¢ re machinars {or
1T OUPPET, AN esti wanted, 15

LD

{\

well o theseore of econnmy. ast sha het
ter quality uf rulled copper for shugthing vossels
thuy can be obteined i merkes. The yardat

& jmmediately prepared fir the
condaze and other sapplies of
s for nival nses, and its opera-
ssities of the
t there has
, i ponses
A fcm founs
Glnt=myia-

if of

Memplis 12
mepuiscinre.
bhempen mater
tions may be enlarged with this ries
service. 1 have itolerrn th

quence of the di
dation for the b & s in
tion to Lave o survey of the yard by a b
epgineers constituted for that purpase, in s
spee with the recommendation of the Ch
the Borenn of Yards and Docks, o provide &z
Like cusnnltics fr the foture.

=In conformity with rhe act of the las: se
guthgrizine the consiruction of & s&
ing dry-dock bazin and raillway on the const«
io, I'have inyited proposals for the constrac-
tion of such # work, and thy cfficers of the proper

bivrenu are now cezagedin caloulations intended
Sa

to test the reasonableness of those offered.
snon as satisfactory terms shall be azreed
is the intention of the Department to expadite
wirk with all pract cable dispetch.

dered home, and may be expectoddaily. Undar

It is estimatedd that, independently of the pub:
P ¥ F

! 1

of six men to evory ope Hundrad tuns, there are
in ourmerchant service 180,000 seamen. Lu this
array of hardy muriners to reoruit from, aml in
our vast resources dor building, equipping, and
arming ships of war, we possess the elument of 8
navel powerunstirpassed in thie history of nations,
The problem to be silveld by the stutesmonis
how tur these clements aroto be brought intn nse.
Whether thie present establishment, with its ac.
customed reg: fﬂtmll aad direction is adapted to
our presont necessitcs, Or whether it may be re-
formed, regulated, and improved, so as Latter to
answer tho sreat object of its institution! And,
in consideriug thesa gnestions, we must hear eod:
atently in mind that we lave arrived atanew
e1g in our Listory, arising from pur oecapation and
YRt pxtension of oor territuries on the coast of
the Pacific.

It is not a matter of surprise that a syste
wlhich liss grown to jts| preseat dimegsions
withont any law of increase, should be found
unshapely and disproportivned. A obvieia faslt
of the present arganization of the personnel of
the unvy, ns ahove sot forth, is the disprnty be
tween the heml and subirdinate perta.  The
ratural desire for promation has broozht into the
srodes p greater numsher of oifiterathan is
ed by the present force of ships and «
an will be required in ‘any state of thic
i1 t0) DO, -
sthyions, comprehe

will fajaire 18
i lentennnts, 27

5, 41 commanders,

genns, 10 paesed and assistant 1 i
gers, 12 chaplaing, 60 pnssed and othe dsliip-
men; leaving for sea servive 56 captuins, 76 com-

manders, 471 lientenants, 41 surgeons, 70 passad
and assistant sorgeons, 50 pursers, 1o chapleins,
404 possed end other midal
ssunming the present puniber 6F 7500 petty
. Grdinary sesmen, landsman and
; e to be commended, and dividing
o six squadrons, each to consist of 1 ship of
the line, | irigate, 1 steamer of t st class, L
stenmuer of the 2 class, 3 sloops war, it will
give employment at ona time to 2 coptains, 30

fers, 106 liooteocaots, 96 soroeons, GO
ous, 49 pursers, b
pasged and other midelipmen; lea
myployéd, either on land or sea, 26 captal
r_-ummul:!z-rs, 1

5,
lientenants, i sargeons, 10 prasad

irzeons, = pursers, '4 chaplains, &
e pidslipmen.

: ubjected to hardship, denger and
deprivation of the comforts of domestic life, there
1d ba, at all times, |

te between active
czninst lossas from

&8 to ailow s rensonobl
cruises

at san, and to [rr'.lv-:dE

itzalf

£5 greliaf from duaty
atsen, it is believed that the above list of sapar-
numerary officers, at least in the three hizhest:
is wreatar thanis demanded for an effactive
alestablishment, and I therefore recommend
that the nembers e reduced to 40 Captains, 50
& snnders, J00 Lisutenaats, witheorresponding
modificutions in the mferjor 2 ore-
ductic)s would sdapt ths supp ers Lo the
state of the Eervice, and, by affonding empliy-
gaent to all, with ocoasional intervals of reluxa-
- wonld tend to ndvance the standing.of pro-
! skill mnd scquirement, It would still
the grades of and below aligatenaney a
dent namber for the doties of ondnance,
bydrography. sclentific ' observation, the coust
sutvey, and ail special servics, beside active duty

| the prime of their mankoed, re

long service and brilliant snccass of & voteran sol-
dier, it may bo vicompaniad or followad by its cor-
relative of vice-admiral in the pavy, according te
the plessure of the Legisinture.

Of the two rear admirals proposad, one might
be most usefully emploved at the Department
itself, when wot 0o morn notive duty, i sauch su-
pervision and direetion of the personuel of the
navy as mizht be asdigned bim by the hoad of the
Department, in analogy to the &ongoction of the
Genersl in-Chief and the Adjotant General with
the Department of War. The otber, when not in
| commnnd st sen, should establish his quarters at

Sun Francisso, or other point oo the Parific const,

and shonld be iovested with command over wll

the naval officers and scamen ‘est of the Rocky

Mountsivs. o well as the naval forvea in the Pa-
| citie and in the China and Enst Indin seas, report-

i ] his ordors and the operstions mnd peoeeed.

i om to the Departmant, 5t atated and
carly periods.  The distance of our Pusifiv eoant
from tho seat of Government, even by the most
expeditious mute, i too grent for an anergstie
system of naval pperations, by means of the trans-
micsion of orders aul dispatches to and fro, of
even [or the enforcement of proper digeipline un-
der the existing law. In the Iatter particalar onr
squadron thers is in nless eligible situation than
it wns before the aegpisition of California. Tha
commander of & sgundnn on a fiireign station in
empawered to order Courts wartial, wnd to approve
orui earry into ¢lfect their septenees ; bur, 1l it be
within the United States, o court ean only ba or-
dered by the President or the hend of the -“r.']}!'l".-
ment.  Thus militars justice, which was formerl
of easy onforcement whiry the squadron was sufe

at'senand at the navy yards, and other shore
stations. : .
While the propriety 0f thiy curtailment weald
Rppenr to be manifest to give
varal corps, and to infuge life
sl its parts by more ackive or
therefore to be demanded by the
instice tn those who have deve
the service of their country, &

bo effected in the most delicate manner to the
feelings of thove discharzed, and that sait
munerntion shull be made to them for the
yintment and chango in
rood.  Wa are pot. howese
for such & praceeding in the rodn:
Trw the not of Murchd,
tion of the nro
sctof Marmh @, 1891
the E_N‘* s to be dischar,
the Pr t, 8sin th

nn g board of o
rospectfnlly
Having by

i pof the mays
1, 'and the Inmra redne.
estahllatiment hy the
her the designation of
Lshall ba dawn
A s
r that porposs, is
n of Congress.
rocess determined on the size
) opdor to ron
tims to tme,
nzefal pub:
either frum sup itin_or ather |
ey muy he retire] from/the active list on
ferms both jyst rnd liberal.

The duty of the Government to take care, inold |
Bize wnavnidable decrepitude ar diseass, of
ita gallant and fithfol servapts, dhonld Be in oo |
respect pretermitted, but notl shiall be allow-
ed todite it th el v of the Navy oo
the porposes of s inst Ineompate

{15t ragite

itntion y
e sipation should by 1Jrul||tf3.'_nu|1|eruus to firuish the necessary oflicers
displensn om nnteiidable sml | o ConSHLtute 8 noutt, 15 '1“*”‘ iy sowion oxders
from Woashington, aud hae become too tardy in ite

hein ekl
ness

arion: and kind: |

command of |
o who mnst reatly and
il 18 ene-

ndministration for the er of tho sorvies. This
inconvenience is seriously felt, and demands an
| early remody. Tt iy bowever, bat one of many
| illustrations of the nocessity for atationing on that
| const an officer of higher rank and larger authority
than any nosw existing in the navy.

The object in maintaining our naval foree in the

B
(U (L
iy stand bat
nifes mthe hanrof dancer, K Tl ial ofi-
ceq, held doring i Heliavidr, in/all wall sagnig- |
ted States, provision has been made fom romoval |

{rom oftlon for mental er physival incompeteney as | = . . + "
woll as for briminaliy | Pacitic, and domanding that itshall beia the high-
Tn this: Bor jon Cit i sworthy of marious con. | 08t degree of elfivioncy, is two fold :

1st. To protect a const mare than one thonsand
miles in Teneth, ovcupied by asparse population,
probably not exeeeding 1o the while 300,000 souls,
twosthivds of whinn are dependent on sea-goin

siferation whethier mere seuiority of mission
shonld not ba disregarded in promotions to grades
shove that 6f contmnuder,  Although' this gower

thie Prostiont in nominatinz to atl ofices is un-

ul

limited hiv the Copstitution, pud dependanton no | commgree fir. the supply of their ordinary, foo

qualifications in the eandidate, and nlthouzhin o and raimont, anid are esparnted by mountaine and
desierts of & thousand miles i extent from our

few fustanees there have been departores from
1o in question, yer general nsage has mado
lieal promotiog to all srades in the nivy almost
& matter of right. It is cortninly convenient, infis-
ns it provents fyoritism and adyances dis:
o and sabordinution, by stippressiog hostile

i geraain point
sistent with the spirlt

| other settlemeiirs,

). Maigive nilequate protection fnd oncourage-
ment to our conntrymin engaged in the whals
fishiries, in thia South Pacific, and to that expand:
ing commerte with Kastorn Asin, which our poss-
fong o1 the Pacitic will conlile ua to command,
b & proper improvement of our liswlal advan-
tazes, A nnvial poliey ndeguate to these ends
seoms to bo fndispensably required. 1tis s fuot,
perhaps, notgenerally known, that the longest voy-
age, in the time necessiey for its accomplishment,
now male hy navigators, is thet from oitr Atlintio
to onr Pacifie pores, ind henee it will appenr man-
ifosthe cxpodient, 1 oruises on that dcean, to fit
cnt ooyl expelitions trom the Paeifie nat, which
ghall roturn thither at the end of their tour. A
| vessel gent there from the Atlantie, according to
the present arrangenient, to return nt the end of

L.
w

of elonation,
of the nee, a8 well as with all our ideas ol pro-
priety, that the highest rank ina grofession whose
active members nre babitually .:pru.-ie:l, it not to
the dangers of battle, to those of the ocedn, the
fid ot pestilentind elimiares, il in which
wide o feld fir Compitition in avguire:

nd conduet, should i!l‘. made to depanil
£ ar saryvivoeship—the mere conditions
and nccidents of eutailed estités in fnily settle.
ments, . It iz, therefors, proposed thatin all tature

gropationg Lo'a eapeainey or o a higler ranl, i | ; h !
such shall be establishod, seniority shall nit be re. [ threo years, lases pue year of thy throa ingoing

canded, nnd mecit shall be csteemed the only ori- | ool returninie,  And frim the markad difforence
torion 0f suleation, This will appear to b the 0 the nivigation of the two oceans, it the deaicn
more eminently just and propor, sinee, andar the | be to bribe her home to refit, she will nead « con-
{resunt syster, no bive nmﬁ oo other ety : dition ol repair to ennble her to weather Cape
Hent i the navalservien is tllowedto reward thy' | Horn aud passep the boiatetous conrse of the At
st heroie exploitor acknowledssd proféssional { lantic. :chlwﬂ} rlunjlry hor for an axtonded
Eperiority, proniotion coming gons tho soongrto  CruiEe the Pacilie. The extradrdinary state of’
tlie Lipst, none. the later 1o the worst, provided | pricesnow prevailing forbids the iilea of building
ther pan eseape being cut ofl’ from the service by vessels orrouruiting seamen oti that copst. Tn:
thicanloncd of o Gonrtanartil. | deed, the Aag ship of the Commodore of the Pa

Anothior defoct in the present establishment, too, | €2 & undron wax, at last advices, deficiont by
manilest to be overiooked by the moat casual ob- | wiore thin oneNnlf in_her complement of med,
earver, is the disparity between the ages of subpl- | Without tha ability to rocrit more, 6xcept R Wa-
torn officers and thelr grades, proceeding from the | K08 fr nbove those now allowed. It must, there-
frxen] pumbers o énch Faik aud the file to pro- | 1016, be greatly boour interest, ak leant until &
vide forany promation, except s casesof vae "I"”‘?"', inmanetary affiira in CF“'“!"""— -
The senior passad midshipmen; now inthe seryiee, 1st. T0 build ships and receait sailors on the At-
aro older thin wera Perry, Decatur, and Maedon: lantic rosst foe the Pacific Aoet;
aheh when thoy schieveil thaie victories with so 2d. When o sufficient number of vogsols shull
el it o thecountry . the senipr lieuten. | be placed on that side of the Continent to retain
wrts past the age whea military du by i5 vauired them there for permanent nse; nnd
of thiveitizen in the militins and the cominpnders dd. That when crows firo wanted to man them,
wnd Chptaing groportionally glier. The aspiring ufter the expiration of the term of those originglly
youth, now enterivg the Novy, may not hope 1o earried out to enlist them in the Atlsniio ports
venolt the rank of & commanderin tha period which and send them out in Goyernment transports on
is ascertuineil to b the avernge duration ofhuman | the ordinary Hoe of trnvel ncross the Inthmus of
life. This lone appraanticeslip, which is not reiuir- Panams, s they are now transported from ons
ed for Ietrning his duties; but s occogioned by Atlnnitie port to unother. =
Eoeping hioyin waiting for promotion nutil the exit With a dock for repairing vessals on tha Califor-
of s one above him, not only depresaes his | 118 CORAL, /5 contemplatod by the net of the last
nmbition hy deterring his Lupes iuL Uenies lim | seswion of Congreos, auch a coursu n.rpu““, would
nppertunity for the onloare of hi Ierelinnpe, con- | ennbleos at all times to keep an effective lleet in
Hdenee in - lis' own skill nnd judgment, abd the the Pocitic, nnd nperate nd w vist saving intime
Hiitidred namoliss atteibntes of & thoroneh officer, | Anil motey tothe service in that quarter,
whicli nreonivita ba pegr : e thrown | By judicious dsposition ofbur vessels, nud the
upem lis ow resourees and ceegonsibilits. improvenent of the orgrmzation aad discipling of

Torenedy this defeet, wiiol lss butomethe | the persannel to the highest point of effiviency, it
sire srvas nid steiling siies e limitation | 18 helieved that our naval force néed not be imme-
imposed on the nomberof wiicers and promotions: | dintely sngmented inodny great degree, notwith-
by the T of alreads roferssd b, twe meth- | stending the neeession to our torritorios; and thag
el hye 1 apverally ai il by aticers of | the policy of *gradual increase” so long purinod,
great merit and intellizen while il requires attention to every improvemant

1st, To reduse the wamber of Milshipmon, soas | i1 naval constriction’ and warfare, neod not be
to foruleh only so muny ns moy be required to miuterially hastenal.
supply the higher grailos as vacancivs may goear, How grent will he the transition in the art of

ST eduente n numbee squnlly as groat ag | Woron the sea by reasonof the introduction of
that now estnblished, aud th fix an age in every | steanias aprepelling power to yessels of war, re-
grade; upon the: nerainment of which, it no vacan. | maing yet to bedeteeminid.  That it lins nlready
iy exists oy Jurnmntirrn. iy miy he reticed from firniabied an arm of groat pawer, which hes been
tive Navy tofind entploymentin the mecehinnt wor well likenad to flyfug artillers on land, is beyond
viee, nnil supply @ resvrve corps, i case of warof | 81l question aud thoueli nol concurring in the
tHe ot A G e A, opinion that war-stonmers will supersode sail voa-

Wiiether eithier of thiess is worthy of ndoption, | sela s ships of wor, [ am yot thoroughly porautud-

it préferablicvire may b divised for this ed that they will be most valuable auxilinries; and
‘tinn, 18 submitted for the deliberation of | 1 respectinlly subimil for your expmination hore-
| with o letter from an ofllowr of much intelligsnce
and experience in the command of stenmahips of
war fa regerd to their efficiency in hostils opera.
tions, nmrly ns striking bodies, io raoning down
the veasals of an enemy by means of their great
vieht, and the momentnm of which thiey are
copsble by the power of steam.  Aw connscted
with this aubject; | likewise invite your attention
tothe recommendation of the chiel of the Buresu
of Constroction, that ony sail ships of war horealter
to be conatructed shall be furnished with steam-
propellers, to he used on oveasions where celerity
of motion adverse to the prevailing winds may be
important.  But wi'l the improvements constant-
ly going on in ocean stemmers, I would oot re-
commend & large addition to this soecies of nayel
forte, cxcept in the event of war, lest the progreas
of invention shoulil supplant them by others of
superior construction.

OF the four war steamers suthorized to be built
by the set of Congresaof the 3d of March, 1847, the
Sirnnac only has beengotten ready for sea.  [tis,
however, not doubted that tha other three will be

5o ready in the conrse of a few months.

W hile the Saranae will be rotained in the homa
syunadron s an effective crolser in any emergency
which may arise, it is contem Jlated to attach the
E'lf{}ul}hnnuﬂ to the Enst India siquadron, aid to
gend the tworemaining ones to the Pacific sad
the cosst of Brazil. It is o contemplation, also,
| to require the commandnnta of the aquadrons in
the Pucific and the East Indivs, and in like man-
ner of those on the coasts of Brazll aod Africa,
al certain convenient times and places, to meet
with the greanter part of their respective com-
mands for the purpose of exercising in fleats, It
as so happened that 21l aornaval battlen in which
the ekill und prowess of our officers have becn so
signally maintained, have been (with inconsider-
able exceptions un tlie lakes) fooght betwasn sin-
ule sbipn: and it remains to be demonstrated
whether thelr proficiency in the sizanls, combiut-
tions, mupoovres, gni exernizes of fleets iaequal
ta their well tried sbilities 10 ipferior commands.

The Navil Avademy at Annapalin llﬂ\"iﬂF been

Jaceil unider @ new Wl improved syatém of rega.
ations, to tuke ¢ fFect from the 1st day of Joly laat,
anil noder an enlarged corps of pm!’cm;rﬂ,‘nilurdu
facilities and means of professionnd wdacation not
heretofore crjoyed by thie young fEntiem gy otitar:
ing the seryice, and it -is 10 be hoped i4 deatined
to farnish the: Navy with what bas been %0 long
and su beneficiully enjoyed by the srmy in the
Military Academy at Waet Point. The :Llu:'h-
nient to the Neval Academy of a_ practice ship,
! of practical inatraction in senmen-
for the parpost L TR, : :
ahip and gunaery, on short craiees, under the di-
rection of the Sua parintendent, in analogy to the
syatem of encampment by the Cudets, is regarded
as an improvement of grear valoe. The acsdem-
i term, in conformity with the new Errangement,
commenced on the ixt of October, under the di-
rection of Commander Biribling as Superintend-
ent, wod is in successful prigress.  Plans and esti-
mates for improvements in the bnildings and
groundaof the Academy will be found in the re-

o

Congress.
1 also most earnestly recommentd that the ser-

vive itzelt be elovated by recognizing by low the
uffiee ot Commodore, and by the crention of atlenst
twi olficers of the rank of Hear-Adwmiral, This
incresse of rank in the Navy, often propossid in
the enrlier history of the coudtry, seems now to
be demanded by the I:izhuntcuuair];u,:rnr.iunot' poliey
ard duty. Nof toepeek of ity effect in promoting
disciplifie and effectiveness, by an inerensed and
concentrated responsibility in the highest grades
of the servive, it woull add to the digaity of eur
uiticiies, niot unfrequently the representatives of
their coutitey in direct interconrse with forei
(joyernmonts, and to the respect aceordind to them
by those of other untions fn their intercourss
abroad, and furnish a new and poweriul inceutive
to éxoellonoe in the minds of the meritoricns and
aspiring of all the inférior ranks. Wo bnye at
this time veterens inour Navy, with the commis.
slons only of captuin, and the titles, by cuurtesy
of compiodore, becanse they have commanded
souadrons, who meet on the gecen, i rear-admi-
rels and vice-admirals, cotemporiries in other
services, with whom inearly life they assdciated
a8 co-licatenants, fld whonow with superior rank
Linve often commends pumerically mferdor to
pwa: A nativn which most be. elossed
g the gredt pavael powers of the world, and
\.\Ihi-'l., i the abondiunee of ita resotrces sl ica
situntion between thie two prentest oceans, 8
weapying the very first place, shonld
zer delny the establishment of higher naval
ranks, zod shonld ook to and prepare jor the com-
mand of flects a5 well a5 sjundrons ln'any ex-
igeney which'may eall for it.

(Jur navy, in'the srgregate of persons, is abont
eqnal to the army, The comminders of some of
its spundrons have actoally under thelr ¢immand
more men than a division, the command of o ma.
jur-general; sud yet its. hizhest vommissioned of
ficer, a eaptain, renkas with 2 colonel. By s reso-
luticn of the Continental Congress inm 1776, pro
. the

vidinz o pavy for the war of the Hevolation
relative rank of officers in the land apd navel
vives was established as follows, viz: an admiral,
sk ageneral , vice-admiral, ag alicutenant rense
ul; rear admiral, as'a majorgencral; rammodore,
a5 a bricadier general | captain of nship of 40 gans
and apiward, a3 & colonel, &c.

o Thiz schense of relative rapk prevails in the

ritish gervice st the present day, Ivis worthy
of remark tha, althonglial no period efnce hins
there been loss than ine majorgentral of the army
of the United Etates, onr naval officers, thongh in
sdaition to their proper rommands they are, from
the nature of their service, mach more fn_'rluen!fy
than those of the army called to act for their
courtry in diplomatie intercourae with distant =a-
tions, whose artificial states of society rendsr
rank sg important a eonsideration, have never
been advanced beyond  commandant of & ey
ment. No comperison cen possibly be indulged
to the disparsgemont of #ither of thes® m-cr.:sani“-r
arms of curdefense, which hove 80 harmoHious,
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cojperated neninstthe pablic "ﬂefaiig;:ﬁ:':e:;a ort of the Chief of the Buresu of Ordnance and
opportunity has permitted, I'lndl_ul'L: oer of the one | vdropathy, which are approved and recommend-
be perceived why the highest OBEEREL Sl &d by the Department.

vide should ot as R DTS T TN aal in Applications of meritorions persons for the ap-

770, and Lere a8 io “’?“fﬁgiﬂ‘hgr, It Con | pointment of midshipmen induce me torecom-
rook fo the highest ol!lm.el;ﬂw dd tse rank of | mend that a few appointmenta atlarge be allowed
ese siall ‘think prop asareward forthe | tothe President, saa mesns of promating youthof

fenrennnt general 1o the army



